
From: Kelly Bacon (CD)
To: Sweetwater Ranch; (bala.ce@gmail.com)
Cc: Jeremy Johnston
Subject: CU-21-00002 Sweetwater Ranch - Transmittal of Comments and RFI
Date: Thursday, July 15, 2021 4:46:22 PM
Attachments: CU-21-00002 Sweetwater Ranch RFI Letter 7-15-21.pdf

CU-21-00002 Sweetwater Ranch - WDFW Comments after Site Visit 7-13-21.pdf
CU-21-00002 Sweetwater Ranch - DOE Comments after Site Visit 7-14-21.pdf

Good afternoon,
 
Attached please find the following correspondence in regards to the Conditional Use application CU-
21-00002 Sweetwater Ranch:
 

CDS Request for Additional Information Letter
WDFW Comments after Site Visit
DOE Comments after Site Visit

 
Please contact me directly with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

Kelly Bacon
Planner I
Kittitas County Community Development Services
411 N. Ruby Street, Ste 2
Ellensburg, WA 98926
Office: (509) 962-7539
Kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
 
If this is about a Public Records Act request, please go to http:/www.co.kittitas.wa.us/request/default.aspx and fill
out a request for public records through the GovQA portal.
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July 15, 2021 
 
Sweetwater Ranch Enterprises LLC 
Attn: Leann Adams 
1371 Charlton Road 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 
sweetwaterrancheburg@gmail.com 
 


Sent via email  
 
RE: Sweetwater Ranch Conditional Use Application (CU-21-00002) 
 
Dear Applicant, 
 
Pursuant to our onsite visit on July 13, 2021, attached please find subsequent comments received: 
 


• Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife – Scott Downs 
• Washington State Department of Ecology – Lori White 


 
In addition to the request from Lori White for additional information on wetlands located on the southeastern end of the 
property, Kittitas County Community Development Services agrees with WSDOE’s original comments showing that the 
identified Category II Wetlands A and B of the Sewall Wetland Delineation are considered contiguous wetlands with the 
associated Shoreline Jurisdiction of the Naneum Creek, therefore they need to be reviewed under the Shoreline Master 
Program.  Category II wetlands have a High Intensity use and development buffer of 200’ per KCC17B.05.020G.  
 
There appeared to be a driveway, along with a large yard associated with the event facility building, constructed near the 
Category II wetlands that may encroach upon these buffers.  Mitigation measure may be necessary once additional 
information has been provided: 
 


• Updated site map showing the wetland buffers associated with Wetland A and B meeting the requirements of  KCC 
17B Shorelines. 


• Additional detail including the event yard and driveway located easternly of the event facility structure located at the 
center of the property.  Any encroachment of the use within this 200’ buffer may require mitigation. 


 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, I can be reached by e-mail at:  kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us 
 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Kelly Bacon 
Planner I 
Kittitas County Community Development Services 
(p) 509-962-7539  
kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us 
 
 cc: Chad Bala, Agent        Via Email 
      Jeremy Johnston, Planning Official      Via Email 
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From: Downes, Scott G (DFW)
To: Kelly Bacon (CD); White, Lori (ECY)
Cc: Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW)
Subject: RE: Sweetwater Site Plan Amendments
Date: Tuesday, July 13, 2021 1:48:09 PM


CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.


 


Kelly,
Thank you for arranging the site meeting today. Thanks to the applicants modified site plan where
they are now completely avoiding impacts to existing shrubsteppe habitat, WDFW feels that issue is
resolved. Our other comments regarding firewising and riparian management were more guidance
in nature as the county and Ecology have more formal jurisdiction. If either entity needs our help
with those issues, we are willing to assist.
 
Scott
Scott Downes
Fish & Wildlife Habitat Biologist
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Region 3 Habitat Program


1701 South 24th Ave
Yakima, WA  98902-5720
Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov
Office-509-457-9307
Cell-509-607-3578
 
 
 


From: Kelly Bacon (CD) <kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2021 7:51 AM
To: White, Lori (ECY) <lowh461@ECY.WA.GOV>; Downes, Scott G (DFW)
<Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov>
Subject: Sweetwater Site Plan Amendments
 


External Email


Good morning,
 
Attached please find the amended site plan and associated detailed information, submitted by the
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applicant.  Looking forward to seeing everyone this morning onsite.
 
Thank you,
 
 


Kelly Bacon
Planner I
Kittitas County Community Development Services
411 N. Ruby Street, Ste 2
Ellensburg, WA 98926
Office: (509) 962-7539
Kelly.bacon.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
 
If this is about a Public Records Act request, please go to http:/www.co.kittitas.wa.us/request/default.aspx and fill
out a request for public records through the GovQA portal.
 
 


The information transmitted by this email is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed. This email may contain
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, be aware that any use, review,
retransmission, distribution, or reproduction is strictly prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the sender immediately and
delete the material from all devices. 
message id: 38eb45916c6dcbdac24bb8719d004a14
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From: White, Lori (ECY)
To: Kelly Bacon (CD)
Subject: Sweetwater site visit
Date: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 10:18:42 AM
Attachments: image001.png


CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or
follow guidance unless you recognize the sender and have verified the content is safe.


 


Good Morning Kelly,
 
Thank you for attending and arranging the site visit yesterday, July 13, 2021.  While onsite we talked with the applicant and their agent.  The
agent discussed plan changes including the removal of parking lot B, which was located in an area of concern.  Due to the time of the year, the
site investigation focused primarily on the presence of hydric soils.
 
Ecology was present to review areas of interest, as a result of the review of Ed Sewall’s 2019 wetland delineation.  Four areas were outlined
for review.  Soil pits were dug in three of the four locations.  Shovel refusal occurred at location 2 due to soil compaction (likely due to
livestock) and cobbles. Each of the areas are detailed below and shown in the below map:
 
Area 1-  Is located between Naneum Creek’s riparian habitat and that of the nearby irrigation ditch, approximately within 100 feet of Naneum
Creek.  A small depression was noted in this area.  Vegetation included horsetail, cottonwood seedlings, rush species, and various grasses.  A
dry, sandy loam substrate characterized by 10 YR 3/3 Munsell soil colors occurred in the top 8 inches of the soil profiles.  Soil color changed
below 8 inches and some redox was noted (~3%).  Did not meet hydric soil indicators.  Water is likely not staying in place long enough. 
 
Area 2- Is located about 330 ft south of Area 1, near a large pine tree.  Rush and various grass species were noted in this area.  Soils were not
able to be categorized due to shovel refusal.
 
Area 3- Is located approximately 100 feet south of Area 2, near Charlton Road.  The area largely consisted of rush and various grasses.  Soil
was characterized as moist with the top 3 inches consisting of numerous fine roots and a 10YR 3/3 soil color.  Soil below 3inches had a color of
10YR 3/2 and prominent redoximorphic features consisting of at least 5%.  The soil did meet hydric soil indicator F6.
 
Area 4- Is located west of the Irrigation Ditch in a small grove willows.  Understory within the willows included upland species of snowberry,
golden current, and rose species.  Soil in this area was dry and characterized as 10YR 2/2 with no redoximorphic features noted.
 
Based on the information above, Area 3 should be further investigated for additional wetland characteristics.  It would be in the applicant’s
best interest to have Mr. Sewall revisit the site and further investigate the areas mentioned for the three required wetland characteristics
(hydrophytic vegetation, hydrology, hydric soils).  Please note that several of the areas of interest are located within 200 feet of Naneum
Creek (the OHWM was not determined nor were measurements taken onsite.  Estimated on aerial images).
 
Please contact me with any questions you may have or if you would like to discuss the above comments.  Thank you,
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Lori B White  (she/her)
Wetland, Shoreland, & Federal Permit Specialist
 
Department of Ecology ● 1250 W Alder Street ● Union Gap, WA  98903 ● lori.white@ECY.WA.GOV ● 509-575-2616(office) ● 509-379-1917 (cell)
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